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Parachute top balloons with optional auxiliary vent line 
(i.e. Quick Vent) 
 
 
When attached to a parachute top, an optional auxiliary vent line (red webbing) is 
a quick means of releasing the hot air from the balloon envelope for the final 
deflation of the balloon.  
 
In Normal Operation, the Parachute Top actuation line (white rope) is used for 
normal venting of air from the balloon envelope and for final deflation.  The 
auxiliary vent line (red webbing) is only to be used for faster deflation of the 
balloon upon landing. 
 
Hard impacts with the ground will occur if the auxiliary vent line (red webbing) is 
activated too high above the ground.  Do not use the auxiliary vent line (red 
webbing) more than 10 feet above the ground.   
 
As stated in Item 2.2.8.2 – while filling the envelope with air, check:  
“…parachute cords to insure they are free of knots and tangles.”  All lines 
must move freely for the Parachute Top to operate properly. 
 
After the auxiliary vent line (red webbing) (Quick Vent) is pulled, the parachute 
top may be resealed by pulling on the Parachute Top Vent actuation line (white 
rope).  However, too much air may be released for recovery and there may be 
insufficient altitude for recovery if the auxiliary vent line (red webbing) is used at 
heights above 10 feet AGL, as the auxiliary vent line (red webbing) releases a 
very large quantity of air. 
 
 
WARNING:   
The auxiliary vent line (red webbing) is to be used ONLY for the deflation of 
the balloon upon landing.  Serious injury and/or possible death may occur 
if the auxiliary vent line (Quick Vent) is activated at heights greater than 10 
feet above the ground. 
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